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SERVICES — REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [6.56 pm]: Last week, I spent most of the time off from Parliament 
in my electorate. Most of the time I was in my home base in Boulder, but I managed to get out to Norseman and 
Laverton. The people in the regions have a lot of optimism. I am happy to report that there is a lot of opportunity out 
there. The mining industry is doing well and is crying out for people to come and take the jobs. It is trying to encourage 
people to relocate to Kalgoorlie in particular. All that optimism and all those jobs are all due to the people of the 
regions; it has nothing to do with the McGowan Labor government. It is due to the resilience, hard work and 
perseverance of the people of the bush. They are not stupid. They know full well that the McGowan government has 
done nothing to create those opportunities. The people of the regions have done this off their own bat. If anything, 
the McGowan government has actually held up the regions. That is what I am being told by the people. There is a lot 
of frustration with this government out there, which seems slow to react to the issues of the regions. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: The issues in the regions include antisocial behaviour, alcohol abuse, violence and homelessness. 
When I visited Norseman, the first thing I was taken to see was the mines department, which was closed down by the 
McGowan government in 2017. It was supposed to be a temporary closure, but that was more than three years ago. 
The government said it could not find people to fill the positions, yet it never advertised for any of those positions. 

Several members interjected. 

Point of Order 
The PRESIDENT: Order! I can yell louder than most people if I need to. Hon Michael Mischin, what were you doing? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I was having difficulty hearing the member making the speech. 

The PRESIDENT: I appreciate that. I think we have resolved that issue. 

Statement Resumed 
Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Thank you, Madam President. 

That mines department also recorded births, deaths and marriages. People are pegging tenements around Norseman 
and industry is slowly starting to take off, yet people still have to drive two hours to Kalgoorlie to deal with 
government departments. The government has abandoned Norseman. The court sits only once every three months. If 
somebody has to go to court in Kalgoorlie, the police have to spend five hours taking them up and back again. There 
are only six police officers in Norseman, so that takes one-third of that police force. 

I got a big surprise when I went to Laverton—the parking apron there has more than doubled. Laverton is determined 
to get a bigger airport terminal. Yesterday, I asked — 

(1) Is the state government supportive of the proposal to upgrade the airport terminal? 

… 

(4) Will the government commit to supporting the terminal upgrade ahead of the 2021 state election? 

Silly me, Madam President; I thought I was going to get a clear answer, but once again it was just smoke and mirrors. 

While I was in Laverton, the lawmen were meeting — 

Hon Stephen Dawson interjected. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: The honourable member can have his turn. 

While I was in Laverton, the lawmen were having a meeting on the edge of town. The lawmen are finding it very 
difficult at the moment to dish out their customary law and they are very rapidly losing their authority amongst the 
young people. They need somewhere to camp when they come into town. I spoke to them about a designated camp 
in Laverton. The Shire of Laverton has an area designated for it, but it needs some help to create it. The lawmen are 
not the problem. It is the groupies and the hangers-on who come into town with them. While I was there, I noticed 
vandalism and graffiti all over freshly painted walls. 

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
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